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pie in the form above described, of a solidungulate extremity would sug- 
gest to the evolutionist a comparison with the foot of the horse ; the single 
unguis, the nearly straight though multi-articulate axis from the unguis 
to the elbow, the main lines of motion, are identical in Ihe two instances. 
But it is equally like the wing of a bird, and an analogy might be instituted 
with that limb: the extreme degree of flexion possible between the two main 
segments, the presence of two bones in the forearm, are the same in both. 
Such a method of comparison is no more conclusive than the likeness of 
clouds to camels and to whales. We can say with Polonius, such things 
are very like, and yet be no nearer in the end to a conclusion than in the 
beginning. The real comparison and only comparison which is profitable 
to make is with the general history of the superior extremity studied as 
a distinct subject, no matter what special form of limb may be differen- 
tiated in various animals. The presence of the exostosis upon the humerus 
is in this way comparable to other spinous outgrowths such as are seen in 
long slender shafts (as in the ribs of fish and of birds), and in many ex- 
amples of diseased and perverted action in the long bones of man. 

While such strictures are applicable to the various regions of the body, 
they cannot be made to apply to the subdivisions of a given anatomical 
system. The variations in the muscular system of man, for example, are 
often precise instances of reversion to the normal arrangement as met 
with in lower forms. In this way the study of minute variations in the 
shape of a muscle, or in the distribution of a nerve or a blood vessel, is 
more valuable for the purpose of the student of evolution than is the inves- 
tigation of monstrous deformations. 



Stated Meeting, January 18, 1884- 

Present, 17 members. 

President, Mr. Fbaley, in the Chair. 

The resignation of Dr. William Camac was received in a 
explanatory letter dated Woodvale, January 7, 1884, and, on 
motion, accepted. 

The receipt of the Zeisberger and Perlasus MSS. was ac- 
knowledged by letter, signed Edmund de Schweinitz, dated 
Bethlehem, January 7, 1884. 

Letters of acknowledgment were received from the Anthro- 
pological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland (110-112), and 
Yale College (XV, i). 
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Letters of envoy were received from the Geological Survey 
of India, U. S. Coast Survey and Smithsonian Institution. 

Donations for the Library were received from the Societies 
at Batavia, Bonn and Freiburg; the Geological Survey of 
India ; the Society of Antiquities, Copenhagen ; Eoyal So- 
ciety, Upsal ; Meteorological Institute, Vienna ; Eoyal Acade- 
my and Bureau of Statistics, Brussels ; Geographical Societies 
at London, Paris and Bordeaux ; Geological Societies at Dres- 
den and London ; Nature ; American Journal Science ; Frank- 
lin Institute; College of Pharmacy; Profs. H. C. Lewis, E. 
D. Cope and H. Phillips, Jr. ; Wyoming Historical Society ; 
U. S. Coast Survey ; Fish Commission ; National Museum and 
Dr. Alex. Graham Bell. 

The death of Strickland Kneass, at Philadelphia, January 
14, 1884 (born July 29, 1821), aged 62 years, was announced, 
and the President empowered to appoint a member to prepare 
an obituary notice of the deceased. 

Dr. Thos. G. Morton was appointed by the President to pre- 
pare an obituary notice of Dr. Kirkbride. 

Mr. Wm, V. McKean, for that of Gen. Kane. 

Mr. H. L. Carson, for that of Gen. Humphreys. 

Prof. Cope exhibited fossil specimens of genera and spe- 
cies of the family of the Oreodontidse, and described their char- 
acteristic structure and geological relations. 

Commodore E. Y. McCauley's colored drawing of a sar- 
cophagus in Memorial Hall, Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, 
was exhibited by the Secretary, who described the legends 
on its cover, translated by Com. McCauley. 

Dr. Frazer communicated a table of barometric levels taken 
by him recently in Texas and New Mexico, and described the 
geological structure of the neighborhood ; also, specimens of 
Maguey needle and thread ; and a specimen of the cheap hand- 
made waterproof Mexican blanket. Prof. Cope remarked that 
the valley formation was Tertiary. 

Mr. Lesley was elected Librarian for 1884. 

The Committee on Mexican MSS. was continued. 
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The following new members were elected : — 

Prof. Wm. L. Stevens, of Brooklyn, New York. 

Prof. Henry M. Baird, University of the City of New York. 

Hon. William D. Kelley, of Philadelphia. 

Col. James "Worrall, of Harrisburg, Pa. 

Mr. Heber S. Thompson, C.E., of Philadelphia. 

Prof. John M. Maisch, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Capt. Richard Mead Bache, IT. S. C. S., Philadelphia. 

Prof. John Ashhurst, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Hon. George H. Boker, of Philadelphia. 

Hon. James R. Ludlow, Judge Court Common Pleas, Phila. 

J. Solis Cohen, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Henry Flanders, of Philadelphia. 

Hon. Richard Vaux, of Philadelphia. 

Prof. Ellerslie Wallace, of Philadelphia. 

Prof. Isaac Sharpless, Haverford College, Pa. 

Col. William Ludlow, Chief Eng., Water Pep., Philadelphia. 

Prof. John Bach McMaster, University of Pennsylvania. 

Lord Coleridge, Chief Justice of England. 

Prof. Allen C. Thomas, Haverford College, Pa. 

Rev. Jesse Y. Burk, Gloucester co., N. Y., Sec. B. I. Un. Pa. 

Mr. Isaac Burk, of Philadelphia. 

Prof. M. B. Snyder, Central High School, Philadelphia. 



Stated Meeting, February 1, 1884- 

Present, 13 members. 

President, Mr. Eraley, in the Chair. 

Letters accepting membership were received from Henry M. 
Baird, James Worrall, Heber S. Thompson, R. Meade Bache, 
John Ashhurst, George H. Boker, Richard Vaux, Isaac Sharp- 
less, Wm. Ludlow, John B. McMaster, Allen C. Thomas, Jesse 
Y. Burk, Isaac Burk, and M. B. Snyder. 



